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UPPER DEERFIELD — The sounds of Broadway filled the Moore School auditorium on Friday as three
theater professionals paired with students in a vocal workshop.

Tony-nominated songwriting duo Benj Pasek and Justin Paul, as well as performing arts expert Timothy
McDonald, were the featured guests as Upper Deerfield Township Schools hosted “Direct From
Broadway.”

The event, made possible through an award won by the Woodruff School at the 2013 Junior Theater
Festival, paired professionals with students in an afternoon of advice and learning about the theater
industry.

Select students from the Woodruff School, as well as students from the Gloucester County Institute of
Technology, shared performances of songs with Pasek and Paul, who then worked with students to
improve their performances.

Friday’s event was held at the Moore School because it has an auditorium, organizers said.

Nicholas Dagostino, a sixth-grader at Woodruff, was one of the students who had a chance to perform a
selection for the duo. He sang “Red Ryder,” a song the duo wrote for the Broadway production of “A
Christmas Story.”

“It was very exciting to do something like this,” Dagostino said. “It’s something you won’t really get a
chance again to do.”

After the workshop was complete, the duo performed their rendition of the song, making the day even
more special for Dagostino.

“I saw them perform it on YouTube videos, and I’ve wanted to sing the song like them,” he said. “I think
mine turned out very good, and then they sang theirs later on. It was a very cool moment.”

In a separate session in a nearby classroom, McDonald, founder and CEO of iTheatrics, a company that
adapts Broadway musicals to school-level performances, offered the students tips on starting the learning
experience.

Speaking about the importance of repetition, McDonald taught students how to learn new music through
basic readings and rehearsing in different environments.

Students danced, sang and read a piece from McDonald’s “Flat Stanley Junior,” an adaption of the
popular 1964 children’s book by Jeff Brown.
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