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Cape May County’s Salute to FirefightersCape May County’s Salute to Firefighters
Rio GrandeRio Grande

The Rio Grande Fire Company 

has been serving the Rio Grande 

area since 1927. That’s right, for 86 

years folks around this area have 

come to depend on the great service 

and timely response of this com-

pany. Chief Richard Sweeten said 

“there are 40 volunteers that give 

of their time and talents to serve the 

community.” All of the ¿ re¿ ghters 

that volunteer are proud to serve the 

community which includes their 

family and friends. When you offer 

time and energy to your commu-

nity, it creates a bond and affection 

for the area and its residents.

 Chief Sweeten is very pleased 

with the ladder placed in service in 

2010. The Compressed Air Foam 

System has performed very well, 

allowing ¿ re¿ ghters to move more 

quickly with quicker access to the 

¿ re and better ability to contain it.

 “So far, 2013 has been a very ac-

tive ¿ re year. As of today, the Rio 

Grande Fire Company has respond-

ed to 221 calls for service, with 

numerous structure ¿ res involved. 

This year, Rio Grande was also 

part of a deployment for the Sea-

side Heights Incident. On the local 

level, Rio Grande’s ladder, using 

the compressed air foam system, 

continues to provide phenomenal 

¿ re suppression capabilities allow-

ing us to quickly extinguish ¿ res,” 

reports Chief Richard Sweeten.

Another wonderful service that 

the Rio Grande Fire Company of-

fers is the Junior Fire¿ ghter Pro-

gram.  This program encourages 

14-17 year olds to learn about the 

¿ re service by attending drills, 

helping out on calls, and attending 

classes given to the ¿ re¿ ghters. 

Teenagers that attend are always 

happy for the experience and many 

go on to become ¿ re¿ ghters.

 The Rio Grande Fire Company 

also offers Bingo every Friday night 

at 7:30pm and a delicious All-You-

Can-Eat breakfast the third Sunday 

of the month. De¿ nitely try out the 

breakfast and you’ll ¿ nd all of your 

special morning delights along with 

your favorite trimmings.   

 The Rio Grande Fire Company is 

always proud to serve the commu-

nity and hopes to be of invaluable 

service for many years to come. 

Chief: Richard Sweeten

Asst. Chief: Chris Belles

Captains:  Walt Belles, Jr.

Harold VanArtsdalen

Lieutenants: Howard Graham, Jr.

 John Thomson 

 Chris Parke

 James Snyder

Of¿ cers
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Klenswite Pools & Spas would Klenswite Pools & Spas would 
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Rio Grande Volunteer Rio Grande Volunteer 
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for all their hard work and for all their hard work and 
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BEYOND the FLAMESBEYOND the FLAMES
BY BRUCE KNOLL, JR.

During Fire Prevention Week • Oct. 6-12During Fire Prevention Week • Oct. 6-12
Join us in saying 

THANK YOUTHANK YOU  toto  allall  Cape May County Firefi ghtersCape May County Firefi ghters 
for their dedication and service

The time of year where 
fi refi ghting returns to the 
spotlight is once again in 
full swing in Cape May 
County with last month’s 
New Jersey State Fireman’s 
Association Convention 
and this week’s national 
Fire Prevention Week fes-
tivities. The opportunity 
to highlight the dangers 
of various fi re dangers 
(Kitchen Fires this year) 
is a vital one for depart-
ments around the county, 
but it also gives them the 
opportunity to answer any 
questions their residents 
may have.  

One of the most com-
mon questions I get when 
people fi nd out that I’m 
a volunteer fi refi ghter is 
“Why do you do it?” Many 
people struggle to under-
stand why on earth some-
one would want to volun-
teer their own time, in an 
often dangerous fi eld, and 
do for free what thousands 
of fi refi ghters across the 
country are employed to 
do each day.

Often times, those in 

Is It Worth It?
By BRUCE KNOLL the emergency service 

wonder why as well. After 
running dozens of false 
alarms each month, one 
can begin to wonder if 
their time is even worth 
responding to the same 
house for the fourth time 
that day because the own-
er is too stubborn to call 
the alarm mechanic. 

And in all honesty, 
the factors as to why 
it’s worth it seem to be 
stacked against our favor. 
In order to be certifi ed as 
a fi refi ghter or an emer-
gency medical technician, 
it takes hundreds of hours 
of class and fi eld experi-
ence to be able to legally 
practice your service. 
This takes months out of 
a volunteer’s life—they’re 
almost taking on a sec-
ond profession, or second 
school load.

Once you obtain your 
certifi cation, many fi nd 
that it isn’t all that it’s 
cracked up to be in the 
movies. This isn’t Back-
draft or Ladder 49. Un-
less you live in a city that 
is constantly responding 

to metropolitan 
areas, you aren’t 
going to catch 
a big fi re all the 
time. Cities that 
are constantly 
burning are the 
ones that are pay-
ing fi refi ghters to 
respond to three 
fi res a day—fi res that 
many departments in our 
area only see three times 
a year.

The reality is that more 
time is spent responding to 
fi re alarms set off by burnt 
toast, fender benders that 
happen when traffi c is 
slowed, and a child with a 
stubbed toe than respond-
ing to house fi res with 
people trapped, massive 
accidents with carnage 
aplenty, and pumping a 
chest to revive someone. 

Often times, those 
you’re responding to help 
fi nd you as more of a nui-
sance than a help. If you’re 
responding to a house for 

a fi re alarm set off 
by someone who 
burnt their toast, 
they don’t think 
you need to be 
there, and they’re 
going to let you 
know. And when 
we do respond to 
the bad accident, 

or the devastating fi re, 
you’ll hear more of “Why 
weren’t you here quick-
er?” and “This is what my 
tax dollars are paying for?” 
than you’ll here “I’m glad 
you left your family to help 
a stranger.”

So with all dedication 
and requirements neces-
sary to be berated, be-
littled and disregarded as 
wasteful by those you’re 
trying to help, what makes 
it worth it? Why should 
you volunteer at all?

It’s worth it because 
your volunteering matters, 
even if you don’t feel like 
it does. One of the things 
that make working in 

emergency services differ-
ent from other professions 
is that you have the ability 
to interact with people at 
their most vulnerable.

That fender bender 
might seem like a waste 
of time to you, but to the 
17-year-old behind the 
wheel, it could be the 
worst moment of their life. 
And they aren’t going to 
care that you went through 
150 hours of training to 
know how to get them out 
of the car if need be—what 
will be important to them 

is that you held their hand 
as you put them on the 
stretcher. They’ll remem-
ber that you made them 
smile, or offered their 
child a plastic fi re helmet 
and calmed them down. 

And years from now, you 
might encounter them in 
Wawa. And they’ll remem-
ber you. Chances are, they 
won’t be thanking you for 
operating your hydraulic 
rescue tools fl awlessly to 
get them out of their car, 
or that you knocked down 
the fi re before it tore 

through the remainder of 
their house. They’ll say 
“You were at my accident, 
you loaded my Christmas 
presents in the ambulance 
so I wouldn’t lose them,” 
or “When my house was 
on fi re, you brought out 
my family pictures off the 
wall.”

In the circle of life, ev-
eryone will be involved 
in tragedies. Some will 
be the ones affected, and 
most will be the ones 
watching the events un-

Cape May County Career Firefi ghters Announce 
Breast Cancer Awareness and Fundraising Initiative

The Cape May Coun-
ty Career Firefi ghters 
launched a campaign to 
raise both awareness and 
funding for breast cancer.  
The initiative’s member 
organizations include: 
Ocean City FMBA Lo-
cal 27, North Wildwood 
FMBA Local 56, Wild-
wood FMBA Local 50, 
and Cape May IAFF Local 
3495.  Firefi ghters from 
these organizations pro-
vide professional fi re, res-
cue, and emergency medi-
cal services to their local 

municipalities.
The American Cancer 

Society estimates that a 
total of 232,340 women 
will be diagnosed with 
new cases of invasive 
breast cancer and about 
39,620 women will die 
from breast cancer in the 
United States in 2013.  
Unfortunately, women in 
New Jersey experience 
breast cancer at a high-
er rate than women in 
many other states.  Too 
many fi refi ghters in the 
Cape May County Career 

Firefi ghters’ member or-
ganizations have friends 
and loved ones affected 
by this disease.  Always 
prepared to serve in any 
way possible, the career 
fi refi ghters of Cape May 
County rallied to help fi ght 
breast cancer and formed 
a coalition to help fi ght 
for a cure. To symbolize 
their commitment to the 
cause, fi refi ghters adopted 
the slogan, “Jersey Shore, 
Fightin’ for a Cure.”

As an awareness initia-
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John J. Radzieta, Manager
N.J. Lic. No. 4175

9 Hand Ave. • Cape May Ct. Hse., NJ 08210

609-465-7458

Drive Safely

4 PENALTIES FOR UNDERAGE DRINKING
• Buy or drink alcohol in a place with an alcoholic beverage license, and you may be ! ned $500 
and lose your driver’s license for 6 months. If you don’t yet have a driver’s license, the suspension 
starts when you are ! rst eligible to receive a license. And you may be required to participate in an 
alcohol education or treatment program.
• If you misrepresent your age or buy liquor for those under 21, the same penalties apply. Drink in 
a motor vehicle and you will add 30 days of license suspension to your sentence.

4 PENALTIES FOR DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED
If you drive while under the in" uence of alcohol or drugs, in addition to the penalties mentioned above, you may be 
subject to the following penalties.
First O! ense: • a ! ne of $250-$500 • imprisonment for up to 30 days • up to one year license suspension
• a minimum of six hours a day for two days detainment in an Intoxicated Driver Resource Center, (IDRC), at a charge of 
$50 a day  • An automatic insurance surcharge of $1000 a year for 3 years. 

4 DO YOU KNOW THE LAW?
New Jersey Statute 2C-33-17 makes it a criminal disorderly person o# ense to o# er, serve or make alcohol available to mi-
nors. The law states that a minor may only consume an alcoholic beverage in the presence of and with the permission of 
the child’s parent or legal guardian, or during a religious observance. The penalty is a ! ne up to $1,000 and 180 days in jail.

We Support Don’t Drink and Drive!
1613 Rt. 47 South, Rio Grande, NJ 08242

609-886-9786

N.Wildwood Blvd., Burleigh, NJ
609-465-3208

WWW.HARBORFURNITURE.COM
Delivery Setup & Removal

COUNTRY CLUB TAVERN
Complete Package Goods • Friendly Bar • Great Sandwiches

1512 ROUTE 9 NORTH, CAPE MAY COURT HOUSE, NJ 08210
609-465-1515 • 609-465-4932 Fax

CAPE MAY COUNTY 4S  FOR 21 

Robert J. “Robbie” Walker

KINDLE AUTO PLAZA
Ford • Lincoln • Mercury • Dodge • Used

525 Stone Harbor Blvd.,
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

 OFFICE:  609-465-5000
 CELL: 609-741-1776
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“Serving Happy Customers For Over 21 Years!!”

DISCOUNT 
Liquor Outlet

www.kingnummytrail.com
Pierce’s Point Road & Route 47
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210

609-465-4242

QUALITY DRY CLEANING
PICK-UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

522-6291 • 522-4499
3209 New Jersey Ave,

Wildwood

Michael’s Fabricare,Inc.Michael’s Fabricare,Inc.
PICK-UP &

522
3

WWW.MICHAELSFABRICARE.COM
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(Family Features) 
The cooler temperatures 

of fall may be on their way, 
but cooler weather also 
brings an increase in home 
fi res. According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection Asso-
ciation, more than half (54 
percent) of home structure 
fi re deaths occur in the 
cooler months of Novem-
ber through March. 

The International As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs 
(IAFC) recommends that 
every household have an 
escape plan in place, yet, 
in a recent survey by Om-
nibus, 44 percent of people 
reported that they did not 
have an escape plan for 
their home. 

Home Safe Home Fire Prevention Starts with a Plan
On average, families 

have less than three min-
utes from the time the fi rst 
smoke alarm sounds to es-
cape a fi re. 

“Every second counts 
when it comes to escap-
ing a home fi re,” said 
Chief Metcalf, president 
and chairman of the IAFC. 
“That’s why families need 
to have an escape plan in 
place, and ensure they 
have working smoke 
alarms to provide those 
critical early warning sig-
nals in the event of a home 
fi re. 

The “Change Your Clock 
Change Your Battery” pro-
gram aims to help keep 
families safe by sharing the 

reminder to replace the 
batteries in your home’s 
smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors each 
year when you change your 
clocks for daylight saving 
time. It’s part of the Ener-
gizer philosophy — that’s 
positivenergy — which 
represents the company’s 
commitment to making 
a positive impact on the 
world. Here are some ad-
ditional tips from the IAFC 
and Energizer to help pro-
tect your family room by 
room. 

Make a Plan
Draw a fl oor plan of your 

home and fi nd two ways 
out of every room. Sketch 
the exit routes clearly on 

the fl oor plan. A down-
loadable escape plan grid 
can be found on the En-
ergizer Bunny Facebook 
page. If an upstairs win-
dow is one of the escape 
options, make sure you 
have a fi re escape ladder 
long enough to reach the 
ground. Make sure every 
adult knows how to use it. 
Adults should be respon-
sible for helping younger 
children. Assign an out-
side meeting place so if 
the family escapes from 
different routes, you can 
quickly locate each other. 

Use the following check-
list to eliminate as many 
fi re hazards in your home 
as possible:

Bedrooms
In a recent study, almost 

half (44 percent) of fami-
lies did not know the peak 
time for home fi re fatali-
ties is when most people 
are asleep (between 11 
p.m. and 7 a.m.). So, in ad-
dition to making sure you 
have smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors with-
in hearing distance of your 
bedrooms, take the below 
steps to fi re-proof the bed-
rooms themselves: 

—Do not trap electrical 
cords against walls. Heat 
can build up, posing a fi re 
hazard.

—Use only lab-approved 
electric blankets and 
warmers. Make sure cords 
are not worn or coming 
apart. Do not leave elec-
tric blankets switched on 
all night unless they are 
marked “suitable for all 
night use.”

—Keep bedding, cur-
tains and other combusti-
ble items at least three feet 
away from space heaters.

—Never smoke in bed.
—Replace mattresses 

made before the 2007 Fed-
eral Mattress Flammability 
Standard. By law, mattress-
es made since then are re-
quired to be safer.

—Have a working smoke 
alarm in every bedroom 
and outside each sleeping 
area.

Living Room 
—Do not overload elec-

trical outlets.
—Never run electrical 

cords under carpets.
—Check all electrical 

cords for fraying or other 
signs of damage.

—Only light decorative 
candles when adults are in 
the room. Use stable can-
dle holders that will not 
catch fi re. Blow candles 
out when you leave.

—During a power fail-
ure, do not use candles or 
oil lamps for light. Keep 
battery-operated fl ashlights 
and lanterns in easily ac-
cessible places. Candles 
used for light in the ab-

sence of electrical power 
cause one-third of fatal 
home candle fi res. 

—Make sure you have 
a working smoke alarm in 
each room, including the 
living room.

Kitchen
Cooking is the leading 

cause of reported home 
fi res and home fi re inju-
ries in the United States, 
according to research by 
the National Fire Protec-
tion Agency. 

—Never use extension 
cords to plug in cooking 
appliances. They can over-
load the circuit and start a 
fi re.

—Stay in the kitchen 
when you are frying, grill-
ing or broiling food. If you 
leave the kitchen for even 
a short period of time, turn 
off the stove.

—Keep anything that 
can catch fi re away from 
the cooktop. This includes 
potholders, oven mitts, 
wooden utensils, paper or 
plastic bags, food packag-
ing, towels and curtains.

—Keep the cooktop, 
burners and oven clean.

—Loose clothing can 
dangle onto stove burners 
and catch fi re. Wear short, 
close-fi tting clothing or 
tightly rolled sleeves when 
cooking.

—Have a fi re extin-
guisher installed in or near 
your kitchen, and be sure 
every adult family member 
knows how to use it.

Garage 
—Store all combustible 

materials away from regu-
lar sources of heat, such as 
water heaters, space heat-
ers, boilers and furnaces.

—Keep wood fi nishes, 
spray paint, paint thinners 
and other fl ammable prod-
ucts in a dedicated storage 
container with a closed 
door.

—Store all combustible 
materials in their proper 
containers and be sure 
they are clearly marked.

—Keeping the garage 
tidy can also help keep 

it safe. Get rid of stacked 
boxes, newspapers, recy-
cling and trash. They can 
be instant fuel for a fi re.

To download your escape 
grid or get more informa-
tion, visit www.facebook.
com/energizerbunny.

Change Your Clock 
Change Your Battery
Daylight saving time 

ends Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013, 
and marks the 26th an-
niversary of the “Change 
Your Clock Change Your 
Battery” program, created 
by Energizer and the In-
ternational Association of 
Fire Chiefs (IAFC). This 
program reminds people 
to change the batteries in 
their smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detec-
tors when they change 
their clocks.

Other fi re safety preven-
tion measures include:

—Test your smoke 
alarms. Make sure all 
alarms work by pushing 
the test buttons.

—Clean the smoke 
alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors. Ensure the 
sensitivity of your smoke 
alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors by cleaning 
them each month with a 
vacuum. 

—Count Your Smoke 
Alarms. Be sure there is 
at least one smoke alarm 
installed on every level of 
your home, including one 
in every bedroom and out-
side of each sleeping area.

—Change Your Flash-
light Batteries. Keep fl ash-
lights with fresh batteries 
at your bedside for help in 
fi nding the way out and 
signaling for help in the 
event of a fi re. 

—Replace your smoke 
alarms. The IAFC recom-
mends replacing smoke 
alarms every 10 years and 
having a combination of 
both ionization and photo 
electric smoke alarms to 
keep you alert to all types 
of home fi res. 

tive, municipal fi re chiefs 
in Ocean City, North 
Wildwood, Wildwood and 
Cape May approved fi re 
department employees to 
wear pink fi re department-
themed t-shirts during the 
entire month of October, 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.  In an attempt 
to raise funds and help 
spread the message and 
awareness initiative, these 
t-shirts will also be avail-
able for sale to the public.  
One hundred percent of 
the profi t from t-shirt sales 
will be donated to Survi-
vors of Cancer, a local non-
profi t organization that 
aids and assists in the fi ght 
against the devastating dis-
ease of cancer.  All monies 
collected by Survivors of 
Cancer is used to aid local 
cancer patients and sur-
vivors and support other 
organizations dedicated to 
the same goals.

T-shirts are available 
in sizes from Adult Small 
to 3XL in exchange for a 
$20 donation.  Shirts are 
available at the following 
locations:

OCFD Headquarters – 
550 Asbury Ave., Ocean 
City

NWFD Headquarters - 
400A. New Jersey Avenue, 
North Wildwood

WFD Headquarters – 
4400 New Jersey Avenue, 
Wildwood

CMFD Station-51 – 712 
Franklin Street, Cape May

On-Line at  www.
northwildwoodfi re.org  or  
http://www.wildwoodf-
mba50.com

Personnel from member 
organizations will also be 
present to sell the shirts at 
the following community 
events:

Oct. 5 – Oktoberfest 
Cape May at Jackson 
Street in Cape May from 
8:00 a.m – 5 p.m.

Oct. 5 – Wildwood Sea-
food Festival Atlantic Ave 
between Wildwood and 
Schellenger Aves., from 
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.  

Oct. 12 – Ocean City 
Fall Block Party, 5th to 
14th Streets on Asbury 
Ave. from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Oct. 12 and 13 – Wild-
wood Crest Hydrofest on 
Sunset Lake from 9 a.m. 

– 4 p.m. 
Oct. 18, 19, 20 – Okto-

berfest Lower Township 
at the Cape May County 
Airport, sponsored by 
Townbank Volunteer Fire 
Department, from open  
until close

Oct. 19– Fabulous Fif-
ties – Wildwood’s Fox 
Park, from 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m. 

The Career Firefi ghters 
of Cape May County will 
also hold a “Jersey Shore 
Fightin’ for the Cure Kick-
off Event” for the public 
and the press featuring or-
ganization representatives 
and guest speakers on 
Oct. 7, 10 a.m. at Wild-
wood Fire Department 
Headquarters, 4400 New 
Jersey Ave., Wildwood.  
Light refreshments will be 
served and t-shirts will be 
available for sale.

Cape May County

fold on the sidelines. But 
as an emergency respond-
er, you’re the ones being 
watched. It’s not all glori-
ous, and you may never 
get to resuscitate a man 
with a heart attack, or res-
cue a trapped woman from 
a second story window. 
But in their darkest mo-
ment, however minuscule 
to you that moment was, 
you were there. 

Emergency services 
aren’t like sports: who puts 
out the fi re the quickest, or 

who cleans up an accident 
the best isn’t what mat-
ters. Statistics can show 
response times, and prop-
erty saved, but they can’t 
show the personal impact 
you’ve made on someone 
that just needed help. And 
in the end, that’s what re-
ally matters. 

Knoll, 21, of Eldora, 
can be contacted by email 
at beyondthefl amescmc@
gmail.com. He is a student 
at Rowan University.
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The cooler temperatures 

of fall may be on their way, 
but cooler weather also 
brings an increase in home 
fi res. According to the Na-
tional Fire Protection Asso-
ciation, more than half (54 
percent) of home structure 
fi re deaths occur in the 
cooler months of Novem-
ber through March. 

The International As-
sociation of Fire Chiefs 
(IAFC) recommends that 
every household have an 
escape plan in place, yet, 
in a recent survey by Om-
nibus, 44 percent of people 
reported that they did not 
have an escape plan for 
their home. 

Home Safe Home Fire Prevention Starts with a Plan
On average, families 

have less than three min-
utes from the time the fi rst 
smoke alarm sounds to es-
cape a fi re. 

“Every second counts 
when it comes to escap-
ing a home fi re,” said 
Chief Metcalf, president 
and chairman of the IAFC. 
“That’s why families need 
to have an escape plan in 
place, and ensure they 
have working smoke 
alarms to provide those 
critical early warning sig-
nals in the event of a home 
fi re. 

The “Change Your Clock 
Change Your Battery” pro-
gram aims to help keep 
families safe by sharing the 

reminder to replace the 
batteries in your home’s 
smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors each 
year when you change your 
clocks for daylight saving 
time. It’s part of the Ener-
gizer philosophy — that’s 
positivenergy — which 
represents the company’s 
commitment to making 
a positive impact on the 
world. Here are some ad-
ditional tips from the IAFC 
and Energizer to help pro-
tect your family room by 
room. 

Make a Plan
Draw a fl oor plan of your 

home and fi nd two ways 
out of every room. Sketch 
the exit routes clearly on 

the fl oor plan. A down-
loadable escape plan grid 
can be found on the En-
ergizer Bunny Facebook 
page. If an upstairs win-
dow is one of the escape 
options, make sure you 
have a fi re escape ladder 
long enough to reach the 
ground. Make sure every 
adult knows how to use it. 
Adults should be respon-
sible for helping younger 
children. Assign an out-
side meeting place so if 
the family escapes from 
different routes, you can 
quickly locate each other. 

Use the following check-
list to eliminate as many 
fi re hazards in your home 
as possible:

Bedrooms
In a recent study, almost 

half (44 percent) of fami-
lies did not know the peak 
time for home fi re fatali-
ties is when most people 
are asleep (between 11 
p.m. and 7 a.m.). So, in ad-
dition to making sure you 
have smoke and carbon 
monoxide detectors with-
in hearing distance of your 
bedrooms, take the below 
steps to fi re-proof the bed-
rooms themselves: 

—Do not trap electrical 
cords against walls. Heat 
can build up, posing a fi re 
hazard.

—Use only lab-approved 
electric blankets and 
warmers. Make sure cords 
are not worn or coming 
apart. Do not leave elec-
tric blankets switched on 
all night unless they are 
marked “suitable for all 
night use.”

—Keep bedding, cur-
tains and other combusti-
ble items at least three feet 
away from space heaters.

—Never smoke in bed.
—Replace mattresses 

made before the 2007 Fed-
eral Mattress Flammability 
Standard. By law, mattress-
es made since then are re-
quired to be safer.

—Have a working smoke 
alarm in every bedroom 
and outside each sleeping 
area.

Living Room 
—Do not overload elec-

trical outlets.
—Never run electrical 

cords under carpets.
—Check all electrical 

cords for fraying or other 
signs of damage.

—Only light decorative 
candles when adults are in 
the room. Use stable can-
dle holders that will not 
catch fi re. Blow candles 
out when you leave.

—During a power fail-
ure, do not use candles or 
oil lamps for light. Keep 
battery-operated fl ashlights 
and lanterns in easily ac-
cessible places. Candles 
used for light in the ab-

sence of electrical power 
cause one-third of fatal 
home candle fi res. 

—Make sure you have 
a working smoke alarm in 
each room, including the 
living room.

Kitchen
Cooking is the leading 

cause of reported home 
fi res and home fi re inju-
ries in the United States, 
according to research by 
the National Fire Protec-
tion Agency. 

—Never use extension 
cords to plug in cooking 
appliances. They can over-
load the circuit and start a 
fi re.

—Stay in the kitchen 
when you are frying, grill-
ing or broiling food. If you 
leave the kitchen for even 
a short period of time, turn 
off the stove.

—Keep anything that 
can catch fi re away from 
the cooktop. This includes 
potholders, oven mitts, 
wooden utensils, paper or 
plastic bags, food packag-
ing, towels and curtains.

—Keep the cooktop, 
burners and oven clean.

—Loose clothing can 
dangle onto stove burners 
and catch fi re. Wear short, 
close-fi tting clothing or 
tightly rolled sleeves when 
cooking.

—Have a fi re extin-
guisher installed in or near 
your kitchen, and be sure 
every adult family member 
knows how to use it.

Garage 
—Store all combustible 

materials away from regu-
lar sources of heat, such as 
water heaters, space heat-
ers, boilers and furnaces.

—Keep wood fi nishes, 
spray paint, paint thinners 
and other fl ammable prod-
ucts in a dedicated storage 
container with a closed 
door.

—Store all combustible 
materials in their proper 
containers and be sure 
they are clearly marked.

—Keeping the garage 
tidy can also help keep 

it safe. Get rid of stacked 
boxes, newspapers, recy-
cling and trash. They can 
be instant fuel for a fi re.

To download your escape 
grid or get more informa-
tion, visit www.facebook.
com/energizerbunny.

Change Your Clock 
Change Your Battery
Daylight saving time 

ends Sunday, Nov. 3, 2013, 
and marks the 26th an-
niversary of the “Change 
Your Clock Change Your 
Battery” program, created 
by Energizer and the In-
ternational Association of 
Fire Chiefs (IAFC). This 
program reminds people 
to change the batteries in 
their smoke alarms and 
carbon monoxide detec-
tors when they change 
their clocks.

Other fi re safety preven-
tion measures include:

—Test your smoke 
alarms. Make sure all 
alarms work by pushing 
the test buttons.

—Clean the smoke 
alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors. Ensure the 
sensitivity of your smoke 
alarms and carbon monox-
ide detectors by cleaning 
them each month with a 
vacuum. 

—Count Your Smoke 
Alarms. Be sure there is 
at least one smoke alarm 
installed on every level of 
your home, including one 
in every bedroom and out-
side of each sleeping area.

—Change Your Flash-
light Batteries. Keep fl ash-
lights with fresh batteries 
at your bedside for help in 
fi nding the way out and 
signaling for help in the 
event of a fi re. 

—Replace your smoke 
alarms. The IAFC recom-
mends replacing smoke 
alarms every 10 years and 
having a combination of 
both ionization and photo 
electric smoke alarms to 
keep you alert to all types 
of home fi res. 

tive, municipal fi re chiefs 
in Ocean City, North 
Wildwood, Wildwood and 
Cape May approved fi re 
department employees to 
wear pink fi re department-
themed t-shirts during the 
entire month of October, 
Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.  In an attempt 
to raise funds and help 
spread the message and 
awareness initiative, these 
t-shirts will also be avail-
able for sale to the public.  
One hundred percent of 
the profi t from t-shirt sales 
will be donated to Survi-
vors of Cancer, a local non-
profi t organization that 
aids and assists in the fi ght 
against the devastating dis-
ease of cancer.  All monies 
collected by Survivors of 
Cancer is used to aid local 
cancer patients and sur-
vivors and support other 
organizations dedicated to 
the same goals.

T-shirts are available 
in sizes from Adult Small 
to 3XL in exchange for a 
$20 donation.  Shirts are 
available at the following 
locations:

OCFD Headquarters – 
550 Asbury Ave., Ocean 
City

NWFD Headquarters - 
400A. New Jersey Avenue, 
North Wildwood

WFD Headquarters – 
4400 New Jersey Avenue, 
Wildwood

CMFD Station-51 – 712 
Franklin Street, Cape May

On-Line at  www.
northwildwoodfi re.org  or  
http://www.wildwoodf-
mba50.com

Personnel from member 
organizations will also be 
present to sell the shirts at 
the following community 
events:

Oct. 5 – Oktoberfest 
Cape May at Jackson 
Street in Cape May from 
8:00 a.m – 5 p.m.

Oct. 5 – Wildwood Sea-
food Festival Atlantic Ave 
between Wildwood and 
Schellenger Aves., from 
10 a.m. – 8 p.m.  

Oct. 12 – Ocean City 
Fall Block Party, 5th to 
14th Streets on Asbury 
Ave. from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Oct. 12 and 13 – Wild-
wood Crest Hydrofest on 
Sunset Lake from 9 a.m. 

– 4 p.m. 
Oct. 18, 19, 20 – Okto-

berfest Lower Township 
at the Cape May County 
Airport, sponsored by 
Townbank Volunteer Fire 
Department, from open  
until close

Oct. 19– Fabulous Fif-
ties – Wildwood’s Fox 
Park, from 11 a.m. - 5 
p.m. 

The Career Firefi ghters 
of Cape May County will 
also hold a “Jersey Shore 
Fightin’ for the Cure Kick-
off Event” for the public 
and the press featuring or-
ganization representatives 
and guest speakers on 
Oct. 7, 10 a.m. at Wild-
wood Fire Department 
Headquarters, 4400 New 
Jersey Ave., Wildwood.  
Light refreshments will be 
served and t-shirts will be 
available for sale.

Cape May County

fold on the sidelines. But 
as an emergency respond-
er, you’re the ones being 
watched. It’s not all glori-
ous, and you may never 
get to resuscitate a man 
with a heart attack, or res-
cue a trapped woman from 
a second story window. 
But in their darkest mo-
ment, however minuscule 
to you that moment was, 
you were there. 

Emergency services 
aren’t like sports: who puts 
out the fi re the quickest, or 

who cleans up an accident 
the best isn’t what mat-
ters. Statistics can show 
response times, and prop-
erty saved, but they can’t 
show the personal impact 
you’ve made on someone 
that just needed help. And 
in the end, that’s what re-
ally matters. 

Knoll, 21, of Eldora, 
can be contacted by email 
at beyondthefl amescmc@
gmail.com. He is a student 
at Rowan University.
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