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Lots to smile about at TEC
Written by Bruce Knoll Jr.
Feb. 8, 2014 2:59 AM | thedailyjournal.com

DEERFIELD — Tie-dye shirts, teddy bears and balloons greeted some 130 children who traveled here
Friday for dental care.

From early morning to early afternoon, preschoolers, kindergartners and elementary school students from
four area schools shuttled to and from the Cumberland County Technical Education Center in buses and,
in some cases, their parents’ cars.

The TEC and its dental assistant students were volunteer participants in the annual “Give Kids A Smile!”
initiative of the American Dental Association. It’s a 12-year tradition at the school.

The number of children was unprecedented and welcome, but still something of a shock to sponsors, said
Judy Zirkle, director of the TEC’s dental assisting program.

Fifty-five children were treated last year and, for the past several years, 65 kids had been the upper limit
to visit the Rosenhayn campus.

A likely reason for the unusual interest is that a county-funded mobile dental service that usually visits
area schools has had its funding cut, she said.

“So now we’re getting the overflow — which I didn’t realize, because I could have planned additional
days,” Zirkle said. “Which we will next year.”

Jasmin Woody, a third-grader at Myron Powell Elementary School in Cedarville, came with a sister and a
brother. She wouldn’t, or couldn’t, stop smiling after her time in the chair was up.

“I brush my teeth two times a day, so they’re very clean,” Woody said. “The dentist said my teeth looked
very good.”

A key to the event’s success is getting area dentists involved, which isn’t a problem. Twelve area dentists
and almost as many hygienists worked in two shifts over five hours.

They cleaned teeth, filled small cavities and took X-rays, sending children away with advice and bags of
dental supplies.

The other half of the effort came from about 19 dental trainees. Some are adults doing a 10-month course
and some are teenagers attending a two-year course at the part-time vocational technical school.

“It’s a student project,” Zirkle said, and that includes choosing brightly colored tie-dye shirts. The flashy
clothing replaced more traditional black T-shirts.

Staff writer Joseph P. Smith contributed to this report.
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